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Tidal Erotics: Soundings

Date
1999

Primary Maker
Vivienne Roche

Medium
Bronze

Dimensions
19 pieces, dimensions variable

Description
Vivienne Roche is renowned for her architectonic public sculptures and the finesse with which she 
manages a variety of materials ranging from her early loyalty to steel to the variety of textures and 
sensibilities offered by bronze, brass, glass and sailcloth. While the nautical world has always been an 
influence, her heightened awareness of the sea since moving to Garrettstown near Kinsale in the mid-
1990s, reawakened an awareness of its imaginative potential and evoked memories of earlier experiences 
of the Scandinavian landscape during extended travels there. The sounds of the ocean, the ebb and flow of 
the tides, the water-ridged sand, and most literally the embracing forms of the seaweeds cast up on the 
shore were the inspiration for Soundings. It is one of four suites of work in bronze collectively titled Tidal 
Erotics and created in collaboration with a specially commissioned musical score by composer John 
Buckley. The artist coated the seaweed forms directly in wax, which were then cast. The resulting bronzes 
were sensitively patinated to evoke the myriad hues of the shore. The nineteen pieces are on an intimate 
scale, some lone, others paired and insinuate areas of human experience. Wall-mounted, their 
arrangement flows like musical notation around the gallery walls, intended to reiterate the orchestral, 
cyclical flow of nature.


