Basic Detail Report

Portrait of John Mangan

Date
1961

Primary Maker
Derek Hill

Medium
Oil on canvas

Dimensions
120.8 x 149.8 cm

Description

John Mangan, shown here with his dog Jack was a neighbour of the artist. He is shown here in a field which
was part of his garden. The painting was donated to the Gallery by Maynard Walker in memory of
President Kennedy in 1965. Elaborating on the donation of the work Maynard Walker wrote in January
1966: 'The idea for giving the picture to your gallery came to me because | felt that the painting itself was
so symbolic of Ireland and its people and would have appealed to our late president, as he himself knew
Ireland and the suffering that goes on there. Hence it seemed to me that it had a double tie, uniting people
of Irish ancestry in this country with Ireland itself and that is what | hope the painting means by being in
your gallery. That is why | gave the painting in memory of President Kennedy.'
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