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Interior of a Monastery

Date
1815

Primary Maker
François-Marius Granet

Medium
Oil on canvas

Dimensions
185.4 x 127 cm

Description
This painting shows the interior of a chapel in a 
monastery. In the centre there is an altar where a priest is 
celebrating a benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. There 
are also three altar boys standing around the altar: two 

are holding candles; another is holding a thurible (censer). On either side of the altar are stalls with monks 
standing in them. The monks are all wearing brown habits. In the foreground on the left is an elderly monk 
seating, while on the right is another monk kneeling down in prayer with his back to the altar. The interior 
is lit from a single small window at the back of the chapel directly under an arch. After the arch the room 
expands into a large chamber, with paintings hanging on both sides above the panelling of the stalls. Long 
stark shadows are cast across the chapel.


